THE  NEAR EAST

love them. Pan might sit happily on almost any bit
of the walls and play his pipe. They form a unique
sylvan paradise, full of wonderful associations, in
which one is tempted to rest for hours, whereas from
many ruins one wishes only to get away once they
have been examined. And yet Olympia is so frag-
mentary that many persons are bitterly disap-
pointed with what they find there, as the visitors'
book in the little hotel bears witness.

In all the mass of remains, and they cover a very
large extent of ground, I think I saw only four com-
plete columns standing. Two of these were columns
of the Heraeum, in which the Hermes of Praxiteles
was found lying among the remnants. They are
golden-brown in color, and are of course Doric, very
massive and rather squat. The temple, the base of
which is very clearly marked, must have looked very
powerful, but, I should think, heavy rather than
really majestic- I cannot imagine the wonderfully
delicate Hermes standing within it. It is believed
that the original columns of the Heraeum were of
wood, and that when they began to rot away the
stone columns were put up in their places. Much of
the temple was made of brick. The Hermes stood
between two of the columns.

It will be evident to any one who examines care-
fully all that is left of the Temple of Zeus that it
must have been very grand. Fragments of the shafts

172